THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

Al-Ashbah said to them: "I hold that Allah has the power
to oppress and to lie; and even if he oppresses and lies, he is
upright, just as he has the power to do that which he knows
he is not going to do. If * he does it, he knows he will do it."
Al-IskafI said to him: " How does tyranny change into
justice?" And he replied: " What do YOU say?" And he
said: " I hold that if Allah commits tyranny and lying, his
act does not exist, for it is done to an insane or defective
man."2 Ja'far ibn-Harb said to him: "This amounts to
saying that Allah has the power to- oppress the insane, but
no power to oppress the wise." At that time, the people dif-
fered over the reason for the different opinion held by each
one of them. And when the turn to answer came to al-
Jubba'I and his son, they refrained from answering in this
matter, with advisedness. One of the followers of abtt-
Hashim does not mention this question in his book. And he
said: " If we are asked, ' Can what Allah is able to do in the
line of oppression and lying occur ?' we reply, * This can
occur, because if its occurrence were not possible, he would
have no power over it, because power over the impossible is
an impossibility/ And if he says, ' Is such an occurrence
from Allah possible ?' we answer, ' Its occurrence through
him is not possible, because of the hatef ulness of such a deed,
the fact that Allah can do without it, and that he knows he
can/ If one says, ' Tell us if his ability to oppress and He is
applied, what would be his own condition ? Does the occur-
rence of his oppression prove his ignorance or his need?",
we say, ' This is impossible because we have known him to
be wise and rich/ And if he says, ' If oppression and lying
come from him, is it then possible to say that this does not
prove his ignorance or his need?', we then say, * he cannot

1 'attma inserted here is a corruption of the text.

2 A lie to an insane man is not considered a lie.
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